Building Savvy

[savvy special report]

cities and local governments across the country, which recently
-
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It’s Time
for Housing
Policies to
CHANGE,
But Balancing
the DecisionMaking Power
Is a Delicate
Subject
to eliminate single-family zoning and increase density near transit.
Denver and Austin have implemented new housing trust funds
paid by local taxes. Durham, North Carolina, is pursuing plans to
Seattle, New York City, and Jackson, Mississippi, are all experimenteratives and community land trusts.

when facing eviction proceedings. Philadelphia, Newark, San Francisco, Berkeley, and Washington, D.C., are working on similar laws.

have a place to live. But we are failing badly at this most basic of
support the expansion of city-led alternative models for houslong term. They’re also in favor of more state-led and, ultimately,
federal policies to address these concerns. As in higher education
and health care, public options can complement what the market
provides, they say.

of the neighborhoods where they’ve rented for years. In cities like

more to live there. The group is demanding strong protections
against rent hikes and unwarranted evictions so tenants can stay in
their homes.
Many would agree that the imbalance of housing supply and de-

for their progress, the Brookings Institution holds an opposing
opinion, asserting that local governments are usually the root of
national policymakers to take action to reduce barriers to housing
supply, essentially usurping local governments that have adopted
overly restrictive land-use regulations that constrain housing
growth and drive up home prices.
But, in a country where private enterprise and property rights are
vehemently upheld, some social policy proposals and government
oversight actions already taken may sound radical. At the same
have been the subject of debate in even the most conservative of
cities and states. Indeed, Texas, in its last legislative session, voted
to limit local regulation of building materials in new construction,
preventing rules that go beyond national standards published
within the last three code cycles. For example, the state stepped
in to nix cities’ ability to implement policies requiring all homes
to be faced with a certain amount of masonry. Existing owners in

investment in their chosen neighborhood. Furthermore, they said
that the state should stay out of their city’s business.

world’s cities: how they work, the challenges they face, and the soto push past the fear of change, of loss of the familiar, that so often

